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My name is Melanie Penicka-Smith, and I am standing as 
The Greens candidate for Central Ward, Canterbury City 
Council.  I have lived in Campsie for the past 5 years.  I am 
standing for Council because I want to make a contribution 
to help improve the City of Canterbury for everyone who 
lives and works here.  
 
I’m passionate about renewable energy and sustainability.  I 
want to bring my passion to the community and work 
alongside Council officers to better communicate these 
important issues to the community.   
 
I see many residents living by sustainable principles already: 
building strong relationships between residents and local 
shopkeepers, and creating wonderful food gardens in their 
backyards. Small business and families need more support 
so you can live sustainably as government environment 
policy changes.  

 
I want to take the concern out of these issues and work with local businesses to understand your 
needs and celebrate what you have already achieved. 
 
It’s important that there is a broad representation of opinion on Council.  The Greens have one 
elected representative currently serving:  Linda Eisler. Linda is doing a fantastic job, working hard 
for you.  If I and fellow Green Candidate Glen Stelzer are elected we can work more effectively for 
the community to bring about real change. 
 
I will listen to you and try to understand your perspective.  We need to make decisions that 
consider everyone’s best interests.  As your elected representative on Council I will work with my 
fellow Councillors for the good of the community. 
 
There are many issues which I believe need to be addressed.  However, as a regular user of the 
parklands along the Cooks River, I am determined to see it cleaned so that it can become a vital 
habitat for birds and fish, and be a safer and cleaner recreational space for us all.  One of the 
biggest issues facing the river is the amount of recyclable bottles which choke the mangroves.  The 
Greens have long called for container deposit legislation which would help alleviate this general 
problem.  As your local Councilor, I will ensure that Council keeps its promise to the community to 
improve the river’s health. 
 
Our town centres need to be the hub of our community, places where everyone can gather.  They 
should be vibrant, clean and safe.   I want to work on solutions to revitalise these areas and make 
them areas where people want to meet, gather and talk.  I shop locally and appreciate my 
relationship with our hard-working local business owners; let’s make sure our town centres keep 
people shopping locally, and make people from other areas want to shop here also. 


